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Community-to-Community Friendship — Australia and Timor-Leste

A. Overview

The Australia, Timor-Leste community friendship is a long-standing, grassroots partnership that
began before Timor-Leste’s independence in 2002. Rooted in solidarity during the Indonesian
occupation and the 1999 UN Popular Consultation, these relationships were formalized in May 2000
when Xanana Gusmao invited Australian communities to support Timor-Leste’s reconstruction. Initial
partnerships were established in Melbourne, Victoria, forming the foundation for a national

movement.

Guiding Principles

The friendships are built on three core values:

Respect — Supporting Timorese-led decision-making

Relationships — Fostering mutual understanding and trust
Sustainability — Committing to long-term, community-driven collaboration

The Friendship Network
The Australia, Timor-Leste Friendship Network (AusTimorFN) was established in 2009 to coordinate
efforts and enhance communication with Timor-Leste’s Ministry of State Administration. It supports
over 26 registered Friendship Groups and facilitates :
. Digital communication (website, social media, eNewsletter)
. Regular member forums on Australia Timor-Leste friendship and related topics.
The co-hosting or co-sponsoring of:
. National and international conferences, including the Friendship Conferences in Dili (2008),
Maubisse (2012), Darebin in Melbourne (2014), Dili (2016) and now again here in Dili
. Election Observer Missions, including for the 2007, 2012, 2017, 2018 and 2023 Presidential and
Parliamentary elections.

AusTimorFN is entirely volunteer-run, with coordinators in both countries.

Current Challenges
While Timor-Leste has made significant progress in rebuilding its institutions and economy, it now
faces new challenges. The country has become less visible in Australian public discourse, and many
founding members of the Friendship Groups are aging. There is a pressing need to:

. Engage younger generations in both countries

« Align friendship activities with global priorities such as climate change, sustainability, digital

innovation, and regional cooperation.




LIVRINU

Amizade Komunidade ba Komunidade — Australia no Timor-Leste

A. Sumariu

Amizade komunidade Australia, Timor-Leste nu’udar parseria ida ne’ebé kleur ona, iha baze ne’ebé
hahu molok Timor-Leste nia independénsia iha 2002. Ho abut iha solidariedade durante okupasaun
Indonézia no Konsulta Popular ONU 1999, relasaun sira ne’e formaliza iha Maiu 2000 bainhira Xanana
Gusmao konvida komunidade Australianu sira atu apoia rekonstrusaun Timor-Leste nian. Parseria

inisial sira estabelese iha Melbourne, Vitéria, forma fundasaun ba movimentu nasional ida.

Prinsipiu Orientador sira

Amizade sira harii iha valér sentral tolu:

Respeitu — Apoia foti desizaun ne’ebé lidera husi Timoroan

Relasaun sira — Haburas komprensaun no konfiansa ba malu

Sustentabilidade — Kompromete ba kolaborasaun ba tempu naruk, ne'ebé orienta husi komunidade
ba komunidade

Rede Amizade nian
Rede Amizade Austrélia, Timor-Leste (AusTimorFN) harii iha tinan 2009 hodi koordena esforsu sira no
hasa’e komunikasaun ho Ministériu Administrasaun Estatal Timor-Leste nian. Ida-ne'e apoiu Grupu
Amizade rejistadu liu 26 no fasilita:
« Komunikasaun dijital (website, midia sosial, eNewsletter)
« Férum regular ba membru sira kona-ba amizade Australia Timor-Leste no topiku sira ne'ebé iha
relasaun.
Kolaborasaun ou ko-patrosinamentu ba:
. Konferénsia nasional no internasional, inklui Konferénsia Amizade iha Dili (2008), Maubisse
(2012), Darebin iha Melbourne (2014), Dili (2016) no agora fali iha ne’e iha Dili.
« Misaun Observador Eleitoral sira, inklui ba eleisaun Prezidensial no Parlamentar 2007, 2012,
2017, 2018 no 2023 nian.

AusTimorFN hala’o servisu tomak ho voluntariu, husi koordenadér sira iha nasaun rua ne’e.

Dezafiu atual sira
Enkuantu Timor-Leste halo ona progresu signifikativu hodi harii hikas nia instituisaun no ekonomia, no
dezafiu foun nasaun ne’e hasoru dau-daun ne’e. Nasaun ne'e sai menus vizivel iha diskursu publiku
Australia nian, no membru fundadér barak husi Grupu Amizade sira sai ferik-katuas. Iha nesesidade
hirak ne’ebe presija urjente mak:

. Envolve jerasaun foun sira iha nasaun rua ne'e

. -Alifia atividade amizade ho prioridade global sira hanesan mudansa klimatika, sustentabilidade,

inovasaun dijital, no kooperasaun rejional.




Strategic Outlook

This Friendship Conference provides a timely opportunity to reflect on past achievements and
chart a forward-looking path. Strengthening these people-to-people partnerships will ensure
they remain relevant, impactful, and capable of contributing to shared development goals in

the years ahead.

The Australia, Timor-Leste Friendship Network focuses on education, health, sustainable
agriculture, women’s empowerment, and selective tourism. Common initiatives also include
water and sanitation, community infrastructure, and local economic development. These areas
reflect shared priorites and foster long-term, community-led partnerships that support

sustainable development and mutual learning between both nations.

B. Objective

The objectives of the ‘Friendships Conference’ are to:
. Leverage the relationships between friendship groups and communities in Australia and
municipalities, administrative posts, and communities in Timor-Leste;
. Strengthen the bonds between Australian cities and Timor-Leste municipalities, and
between the peoples of both countries;
. Contribute to stronger government-to-government friendship ties between the

Governments of Australia (including relevant states) and the Democratic Republic of

Timor-Leste.




Perspetiva Estratéjiku

Konferénsia Amizade ida-ne'e fornese oportunidade atu reflete kona-ba realizasaun sira iha
pasadu no dalan estratejiku ba futuru. Hametin parseria ema-ba-ema sira, asegura asuntu sira
relevante ne’ebe iha impaktu no iha kapasidade atu kontribui ba objetivu dezenvolvimentu

ne'ebé fahe iha tinan sira tuirmai.

Rede Amizade Australia-Timor-Leste foka liu ba edukasaun, saude, agrikultura sustentavel,
empoderamentu feto, no turizmu seletivu. Inisiativa komun inklui més bee no saneamentu,
infraestrutura komunitaria, no dezenvolvimentu ekonémiku lokal. Area sira-ne'e reflete
prioridade sira ne'ebé fahe no haburas parseria sira ne'ebé lidera husi komunidade ba tempu

naruk ba apoia dezenvolvimentu sustentavel no aprendizajen mutua entre nasaun rua ne'e.

B. Objetivu

Objetivu husi ‘Konferénsia Sidade Amiga’ mak hanesan atu:

. Hametin relasaun sira entre grupu amizade no komunidade sira iha Australia no munisipiu,
postu administrativu no komunidade sira iha Timor-Leste;

. Fortalese ligasaun sira entre sidade sira Australia nian no munisipiu sira Timor-Leste nian,
no entre povu sira hosi nasaun rua ne'e;

- Kontribui ba ligasaun amizade entre governu ba governu ne’ebé forte liu entre Governu

sira Australia nian (inklui sidade sira ne’ebé relevante) no Republika Demokratika Timor-

Leste.




C. Expected Outcome
The expected results of the Friendships Conference are as follows:

. Strengthened ties between the communities of Australia and Timor-Leste, achieving
shared aspirations;

« Opportunities for new Friendship Groups to be established in administrative posts that do
not yet have formal relationships, empowering communities to engage in the
decentralization process and learn from existing Friendship Groups;

. Deeper sharing of knowledge and identification of community development needs through

community-to-community exchange.

D. Conference Leadership and Key Participants

Speeches to be Delivered By:

. H.E. Dr. José Ramos-Horta, President of the Republic — Keynote speech and formal
closing of the conference

. H.E. Dr. Kay Rala Xanana Gusmao, Prime Minister — Keynote speech and formal opening
of the conference

« H.E. Mr. Tomas do Rosario Cabral, Minister of State Administration

« H.E. Mrs. Caitlin Wilson, Australian Ambassador to Timor-Leste

Keynote Speakers:

« Mr. Agio Pereira, Minister for the Presidency of the Council of Ministers

« Mrs. Dulce de Jesus Soares, Minister of Education

- Directors General, Ministry of State Administration

« Mrs. Derarca O’Mahony, Convenor, Australia—Timor-Leste Friendship Network
« Mrs. Isabel de Lima, Executive Director, INDIMO

. Representatives from Friendship Groups in both countries

E. Date and venue
Date : 10— 11 July 2025;

Venue : Ministry of Foreign Affairs Building, Dili, Timor-Leste




C. Rezultadu Esperadu
Rezultadu esperadu husi ‘Konferénsia Sidade Amiga’ mak hanesan tuir mai:

. Fortaleze ligasaun entre komunidade Australia no Timor-Leste, hodi atinje aspirasaun
komun;

. Oportunidade ba Grupos Amizade foun atu estabelese iha postu administrativu ne'ebé
seidauk iha relasaun formal, enkoraja komunidade hahu involve iha prosesu
desentralizasaun no aprende husi Grupu Amizade ne'ebé eziste ona.

« Partilla kofiesimentu kle’an no identifika nesesidade desenvolvimentu komunidade nian

liu husi interkambiu entre komunidade ba komunidade.

D. Lider sira iha Konferénsia no Partisipante Importantes

Diskursu ne'ebé sei hato’o:
. Sua Exelénsia Dr. José Ramos-Horta, Prezidente Republika — Diskursu prinsipal no
enserramentu formal ba konferénsia.
. Sua Exelénsia Dr. Kay Rala Xanana Gusmao, Primeiru Ministru — Diskursu prinsipal no
halo abertura formal ba konferénsia.
. Exelénsia Sr. Tomas do Rosario Cabral, Ministru Administrasaun Estatal.

. Exelénsia Sra. Caitlin Wilson, Embaixadora Australia ba Timor-Leste.

Palestrante Prinsipal:_

* Sr. Agio Pereira, Ministru ba Presidensia Konsellu Ministru

* Sra. Dulce de Jesus Soares, Ministra Edukasaun

» Diretores Jerais, Ministériu Administrasaun Estatal

* Sra. Derarca O’Mahony, Konvenor, Rede Amizade Australia—Timor-Leste
» Sra. Isabel de Lima, Diretora Ezekutiva, INDIMO

* Reprezentantes Grupu Amizade husi nasaun rua

E. Data no fatin
Data : 10— 11 Jullu 2025;

Fatin : Salaun Nobre, Edifisiu Ministru Estrangeiru, Dili, Timor-Leste




F. Methodology

Day 1 Activities:
« Welcome for VIPs and ‘Tara TAIS’ ceremony with Timorese traditional dance
« Opening ceremony led by the Prime Minister and marked by the symbolic hitting of the
Babadok drum
. Welcome and opening remarks by the Prime Minister, Minister of State Administration,
Australian Ambassador
* Presentations by:
* Directors General, Ministry of State Administration
* Convenor of the Australia—Timor-Leste Friendship Network
* Former Member of Victorian Parliament
* Various Friendship Groups, showcasing success stories
Group Discussions:
* Women, youth, and disability
* Qutcome of group discussions (results posted on the wall)
« Cultural night with performances (traditional dance, music) by groups from municipalities in

Timor-Leste and the Timorese diaspora in Australia

Day 2 Activities:
« Welcoming guests and participants
. Keynote presentations by Mr. Agio Pereira and Mr. Aaron Watson (First Secretary,
Australian Embassy)
. Presentations and video stories by Friendship Groups
. Thematic presentations by:
* Mrs. Dulce de J. Soares, Minister of Education (on basic education strengthening)
* Mr. Kay Olo, Youth Ambassador, PLAN (on youth in development)
* Mrs. Isabel de Lima, INDIMO Executive Director (on vocational training and local jobs)
Other representatives from the Australia—Timor-Leste Friendship Network
» General Discussion:
* |dentify emerging opportunities for friendships support
* Summary of the discussions and next step

« Closing remarks and Certificate of Recognition presented by the President of the Republic

» Networking with live music performances;




F. Metodoléjia

Atividades Loron 1:
« Benvindo ba VIP sira no seremonia ‘Tara TAIS’ ho dansa tradisional Timor nian
. Seremonia abertura lidera husi Sua Exelénsia Primeiru Ministru no markada ho baku
Babadok.
. Boas-vindas no diskursu abertura husi Sua Exelénsia Primeiru Ministru, Ministru
Administrasaun Estatal, Embaixadora Australia iha Timor-Leste
Aprezentasaun husi:
* Diretores Jerais, Ministériu Administrasaun Estatal
* Konvenor, Rede Amizade Australia—Timor-Leste
* Eis Membru Parlamentu Viktoria
* Grupu Sidade Amiga diversu, hatudu istoria susesu sira
Diskusaun Grupu:
* Feto, Juventude, no ema ho defisiensia
* Resultadu husi diskusaun grupu (rezultadu sira taka iha parede)
. Kalan kultura ho aprezentasaun (dansa tradisional, muzika) husi grupu sira iha Timor-

Leste no grupu Timor-oan iha diaspora - Australia.

Atividade Loron 2:
« Fo benvindas ba bainaka no partisipantes sira
. Aprezentasaun pontus importantes husi Sr. Agio Pereira no Sr. Aaron Watson (Sekretariu
Primariu, Embaixada Australia)
« Aprezentasaun no istéria video husi Grupu Sidade Amiga.
. Aprezentasaun tematika husi:
* Sra. Dulce de J. Soares, Ministra da Edukasaun (Fortalesimentu Edukasaun Bazika)
* Sr. Kay Olo, Embaixador Juventude, PLAN (Juventude iha desenvolvimentu)
* Sra. Isabel de Lima, Diretora Executiva INDIMO (Treinamentu profesional no empregu
lokal)
* Reprenzentante sira husi Rede Amizade Timor-Leste-Australia
* Diskusaun Jeral:
* |dentifika oportunidade emerjente ba apoia husi Grupu Sidade Amiga.

* Sumariu kona-ba diskusaun no pasu tuir mai

» Serimonia enseramentu no Sertifikadu Rekofisimentu oferese husi Sua Exelénsia Prezidente
Republika.

» Networking ho apresentasaun live music;




G. Displays

During the two-day conference, an exhibition will be held. Friendship participants will showcase:
Photos and success stories
Informational pamphlets and posters
Videos of group activities
Handicrafts and traditional woven products

Other materials reflecting the work of Friendship Groups

All exhibitors will be provided with designated space by the organizing committee to display

H. Participants

The two-day conference will be attended by the participants from the President of Republic office,
the Prime Minister office, representative from the National Parliament, members of government,
general directors and national directors from the central government, the municipal presidents,
municipal directors, friendship groups from Australia and Timor-Leste, administrative posts and
other guests.




G. Ezibisaun

Durante konferénsia loron rua-nia, ezibisaun hirak ne’ebe sei hatudu husi partisipante grupu
amizade nian mak hanesan:

* Fotografia no istéria susesu sira

* Pamfletu no poster informasaun

* Videos husi atividade grupu

* Artesanatu no produktus tesidu tradisionais

* Material seluk ne’ebé refleta traballu husi Grupu Sidade Amiga sira.

Ezpositér sira sei hetan espasu ne’ebé dezignadu husi komisaun organizadora atu hatudu

ezibisaun.

H. Partisipantes

Konferensia loron rua ne’e sei marka presensa husi partisipante husi palasiu prezidente republika,
gabinete primeiru-ministériu, representante husi parlamentu nasional, membru governu, diretor-
jeral no diretor nasional sira husi governu sentral, prezidente autoridade munisipal, diretor servisu
munisipal, grupu amizade husi Australia no Timor-Leste, postu administrativu no bainaka sira
seluk.




Agenda

Time
08.30 — 09.00
09.00 — 09.35
09.35 - 09.45

09.45 - 09.55
09.55 -10.30
10.30-10.45
10.45-11.15

11.15-12.15

12.15-13.30
13.30 - 13.50
13.50 - 15.30
15.30 - 15.45
15.45-16.30

16.30
17.45 - 20.00

Time

08.30 — 09.00
09.00 - 09.30

09.30 - 10.00

10.00 - 10.20

10.20-12.55

13.00 - 14.00

14.00 - 15.00

15.00 - 15.40
15.40 - 16.00

16.00 - 16.30

16.30 - 17.00

Activities
Registration
Reception ceremony

Remarks by;
H.E. Australian Ambassador in Timor-Leste

Welcome remarks by H.E Minister of State Administration
Speech and opening of the ceremony by H.E Prime Minister of RDTL
Coffee break

Presentation on the Australian Timor-Leste Friendship Network given by the
Covernor of ATLFN, Ms. Derarca O'Mahony

Presentations by the DGs of the MAE on the:

o DL 84/2023 - Delegation of services to the Municipalities;

e The cooperation and exchange of experiences in the process of creating
Local Power.

Lunch

Testimonial to Dr. Helen Hill by Dr. Jean McClean

Presentations by Friends of Aileu and Friends of Viqueque

Coffee break

Friendship group discussion on Women, Young People & Disability issues.
Outcome of the group discussions

Cultural presentation and dinner

Activities

Registration

Personal testimony from Minister Agio Pereira about the friendship
between Australia and Timor-Leste

Presentation by the Representative of the Australian Embassy on the partnership
between Australia and Timor-Leste

Coffee break

Brief presentation by representatives of the Friendships groups 'Friends
of Aileu, Friends of Viqueque, Friends of Suai and Permatil'

Lunch

Best practices shared by:
o Minister Dulce de J. Soares “on the Strengthening of Basic Education in
Timor-Leste for a prosperous future”;

e Mr. Kay Olo about “the role of Timorese youth in the development
process”;

e Mrs. Isabel de Lima “on Vocational Training as a Means to Obtain Local
Job Opportunities”;

General discussion: Identify emerging opportunities for friendships support
Summary of the discussions and next step

Conference closing ceremony by H.E José Ramos-Horta, President of the
Republic, with the awarding of Certificates of Recognition.

Afternoon coffee and networking, with music from Benny Goncalves &
Andy Kimber.




Agenda

Oras

08.30 - 09.00
09.00 - 09.35
09.35 - 09.45

09.45 - 09.55
09.55 - 10.30

10.30 - 10.45
10.45-11.15

11.15-12.15

12.15-13.30
13.30 - 13.50
13.50 — 15.30
15.30 - 15.45
15.45 - 16.30
16.30
17.45-20.00

Oras

08.30 - 09.00
09.00 - 09.30

09.30 - 10.00

10.00 - 10.20
10.20 - 12.55

13.00 - 14.00
14.00 — 15.00

15.00 - 15.40
15.40 - 16.00

16.00 - 16.30

16.30 - 17.00

Atividades

Rejistrasaun
Serimonia Resepsaun
Liafuan husi;
S.E Embaixadora Australia iha Timor-Leste
Liafuan Benvindu husi S.E Ministru Administrasaun Estatal
Diskursu no abertura ba serimonia husi S.E. Primeiru Ministru RDTL
Intervalu ba kafé dadeer
Aprezentasaun kona-ba Rede Amizade Timor-Leste Austrélia nian husi Kobernadora
ATLFN, Sra. Derarca O’Mahony
Aprezentasaun husi DG sira husi MAE kona-ba:
o DL 84/2023 - Delegasaun servisu ba Munisipiu sira;
o Kooperasaun no troka esperiénsia sira iha prosesu kriasaun Poder Lokal

Han meudia

Testamufia ba Helen Hill husi Dr. Jean McClean

Aprezentasaun husi Friends of Aileu no Friends of Viqueque

Kafé loraik

Diskusaun grupu amizade kona-ba asuntu Feto, Joven & Defisiénsia.
Rezultadu husi diskusaun grupu nia

Aprezentasaun kultural no han kalan hamutuk

Atividades

Rejistrasaun

Testemufia pesoal husi Ministru Agio Pereira kona-ba amizade entre Australia no
Timor-Leste

Aprezentasaun husi Reprezentante Embaixada Australia kona-ba parseria entre
Austrélia no Timor-Leste

Intervalu ba kafé dadeer

Aprezentasaun badak husi reprezentante grupu Amizade sira ‘Friends of Aileu,
Friends of Viqueque, Friends Suai no Permatil’.

Han meudia

Prétika di'ak sira ne'ebé fahe husi:
e Ministra Dulce de J. Soares kona-ba “Fortalesimentu Ensinu Béaziku iha
Timor-Leste ba futuru présperu’;

« Sr. Kay Olo kona-ba “Papél juventude Timoroan iha prosesu dezenvolvimentu”;

e Sra. Isabel de Lima kona-ba “Formasaun Profisional nu'udar Meius atu Hetan
Oportunidade Serbisu Lokal”;

Diskusaun jeral: Identifika oportunidade emerjente ba apoia husi Friendships
Anunsia sumariu kona-ba diskusaun no pasu tuir mai

Seriménia enseramentu konferénsia husi S.E. José Ramos-Horta, Prezidente
Republika, ho entrega Sertifikadu Rekofiesimentu.

Kafé lokraik nian, akompafia husi banda Benny Goncalves no Andy Kimber.




Police Emergency Number: 112
Police Mobile number: +67077230365
Police Landline: +6703312383
National Ambulance: +670 3311044
Fire: +670 3310340

Stamford Medical: +670 77721111
Dili Medical Center: +670 77428888




Numeru Emerjensia Polisia: 112
Numeru tlp. Polisia: +67077230365
Lifia Polisia: +6703312383
Ambulansia Nasional: +670 3311044
Lina Bombeirus: +670 3310340
Stamford Medical: +670 77721111
Dili Medical Center: +670 77428888




Things to do in Dili

Snorkeling and Swimming

Cristo Rei beach is the best spot.
Located near the Cristo Rei statue in
Dili, this beach has shallow coral reefs
just offshore, perfect for easy
snorkeling.

Akrema beach, at Atauro Island.

Historical & Landmark Spots

Resistance Museum “Museum Resistencia”

Dare Il War Memorial Museum

Museum Chega

Palacio do Governo ‘Government Palace’
Parliament House

Santa Cruz Cemetery

Pope St. John Paul Il Tasi Tolu

Timor Plaza

Lesidere Fruit Market

Traditional Souvenirs
Dili Tais Market, Kolmera
Things and Story, Hotel Timor

Kor Timor, Timor Plaza

Coffee Shops

Lefehofo Specialty Coffee, Ave. Portugal
HaHa Coffee, Ave. Portugal

Kafe Aroma, in PATEO

Taxi and Tour Guides

Blue taxi: +670 77427777
Island Explorer Holidays
https://islandexplorerholidays.tl/
Timor Sightseeing:

+670 77119545
/timor.sightseeing@gmail.com

Manny Timor Tours:

www.mannytimortours.com




Atividade ruma atu halo iha Dili

Nanii no Luku

Tasi Cristo Rei mak fatin di'ak. lha leet
estatua Cristo Rei iha Dili, tasi ne'e iha
rifu koral rasik iha leten, di'ak ba snorkel
no fasil.

Tasi Akrema, iha llla Atauro.

Lokalidade Histériku & Markasaun
Muzeu Resistensia

Dare Il War Memorial Museum
Muzeu Chega

Palasiu Governu

Parlamentu Nasional

Semeteriu Santa Cruz

Papa St. John Paul Il Tasi Tolu
Timor Plaza

Lesidere Merkadu Aifuan

Loja ba Lembransa Tradisional
Merkadu Tais Dili, Kolmera
Things and Story, Hotel Timor

Kor Timor, Timor Plaza

Kafe

Lefehofo Specialty Coffee, Ave. Portugal
HaHa Coffee, Ave. Portugal

Kafe Aroma, in PATEO

Taxi ho Guias Turistiku

Blue taxi: 670 77427777
Island Explorer Holidays
https://islandexplorerholidays.tl/
Timor Sightseeing:

+670 77119545
/timor.sightseeing@gmail.com

Manny Timor Tours:

www.mannytimortours.com







